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November 3: City Council Meeting at
1:30 PM
November 6: Saturday Sounds 5 PM to
7 PM Apopka Amphitheater
November 9: State of the City 8:30 AM
November 9: Planning Commission
Meeting at 5:30 PM
November 11: Veterans Day
City Hall & Utility Billing Closed
November 13: Saturday Sounds 5 PM
to 7 PM Apopka Amphitheater
November 17: City Council Meeting at
7 PM
November 20: Saturday Sounds 5 PM
to 7 PM Apopka Amphitheater
November 25: Thanksgiving Day
City Hall & Utility Billing Closed
(No refuse collection)
November 26: Day after Thanksgiving
City Hall & Utility Billing Closed
(No changes to refuse collection)
November 27: Saturday Sounds 5 PM
to 7 PM Apopka Amphitheater

For a complete list of City events visit,
www.apopka.net/Calendar
For live streaming visit,
www.YouTube.com/CityofApopkaFL

Saturday Sounds
Saturdays through May
5 PM to 7 PM
Apopka Amphitheater

Join us every Saturday for this free family-friendly
concert series. Picnic baskets and coolers are
permitted. Visit www.Apopka.net/Events
for a list of performers and updates.

Annual Apopka

TREE Lighting
December 2, 2021 at 6 PM
Kit Land Nelson Park

We welcome you to our annual Tree Lighting,
as we light up Kit Land Nelson Park for the
holidays & enjoy holiday music.

presented by the
Apopka Rotary Club

November 11 - 14, 2021
at Kit Land Nelson Park
Rides, merchandise
vendors, music, food, and
drinks.
For more information,
including times and cost, visit
www.FallFamilyFestival.com

December 4 , 2021 from 10 AM to 7 PM
December 5, 2021 from 10 AM to 4 PM
Apopka Amphitheater

Visit our City COVID-19 page for
information and updates
www.apopka.net/covid19

Celebrate the holiday season outdoors with family & friends
and support more than 100 local artists and crafters at the
inaugural Apopka Arts in the Park. As you shop, enjoy the
backdrop of music and performances by students from local
schools. Free to attend! www.ApopkaArtsinthePark.com

Become an event vendor, contact
Events@apopka.net

Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra

Learn about City events and concerts by
scanning this QR Code or visit
www.Apopka.net/Events

Family Fall Festival

Holiday POPS

December 11, 2021 from 5 PM to 7 PM
Apopka Amphitheater
The City is proud to host this free event,
featuring a special family-friendly concert
from the Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra,
to celebrate the holidays.

45th Annual
Christmas Parade

presented by the Foliage
Sertoma Club of Apopka
& the City of Apopka

December 11, 2021
from 10 AM to 12 PM
Route runs northbound
on Park Avenue from First
United Methodist Church
of Apopka to Votaw Road.
www.FoliageSertoma.org

2021 State of the City

Fall Back on November 7, 2021:
Reset Your Irrigation Timer

with Apopka Mayor Bryan Nelson

November 9, 2021

From November 7 through the first weekend in March,
landscape irrigation is allowed on one designated day each
week, based on your street address, and only before 10 AM
or after 4 PM.

Apopka Community Center/VFW
(519 S. Central Ave.)

Registration and breakfast start at 8 AM and the
program will be from 8:30 AM to 9:30 AM.
For more information visit the Apopka Area Chamber of Commerce
event page at www.apopkachamber.org/state-of-the-city.

Saturdays: Residential addresses ending in an odd number
Sundays: Residential addresses ending in an even number
Tuesdays: Non-residential irrigation
Visit www.Apopka.net/IrrigationSchedule for more info.

Recycling in Apopka: Feet on the Street Update

In Partnership with:

In October 2020, the City of Apopka launched a cart tagging and recycling education initiative as part of
its efforts to provide tailored curbside recycling feedback to residents as well as improve the quality and
quantity of residential recycling materials. Apopka’s Feet on the Street pilot was supported with grant dollars and technical assistance
received from The Recycling Partnership. This national nonprofit provides funding to help communities invest in recycling systems and
empower residents to take action for sustainability.
Apopka’s pilot program adopted a comprehensive curbside recycling education and outreach strategy, including mailing out an at-home
mailer to residents in the pilot area in advance of the cart tagging to provide information of what is recyclable vs. what is not recyclable
in the curbside carts. In addition, MidAtlantic Solid Waste (MSW) Consultants, a team of community-based observers, visited residents’
recycling carts and provided personalized feedback to help improve residents’ recycling efforts.
The cart inspections and tagging took place in two phases, with a total of four passes for each neighborhood in the pilot area. With the
conclusion of the final pass in April 2021, an analysis of the tagging results from each phase revealed three main takeaways.

Three Main Take Aways from Initiative
TAKE AWAY

Take Away Number One:
A reduction in tagging frequency of about
50% occurred in both phases, along with a
corresponding increase in clean recycling.

TAKE AWAY

Take Away Number Two:
Set out rates for both phases remained
consistent at an average of 52%, with
participation rates above 70% for all phases
and above the national average.

Based on these findings, The Recycling Partnership has recommended
that the City of Apopka continue to work with Orange County in monitoring
recycling loads that are rejected by the Materials Recycling Facility (MRF)
and to track them internally. Such tracking will help both municipalities
detect any discrepancies in grading at the MRF. Additionally, The Recycling
Partnership recommends that the City continue education and outreach
through Feet on the Street tagging with a decrease in the number of
occurrences down to two or three to manage costs. Further, The Recycling
Partnership recommends that the City continue to monitor participation
rates on all curbside pick-up routes. Current participation rates have been
calculated at 77% by MSW.
Overall, the City of Apopka was pleased to have partnered with The
Recycling Partnership and MSW in adopting a hands-on approach in learning
more about the level of participation and recycling contamination in the
curbside recycling program. The insights and recommendations gained from
this educational initiative will be helpful as the City continues to improve its
curbside recycling program.

TAKE AWAY

Take Away Number Three:
More residents displayed model recycling
behavior, with a higher set out behavior.
(A model recycler is one that had a clean
recycling cart every time it was inspected.)

Pie Chart of Total Contaminants

Contaminant Percentages: Scrap Metal/Wood 2%, Trash 9%, Bagged
Recyclables 21%, Clothing/Linens 2%, Plastic Bags/Plastic Wrap 63%.

Fire Tips for Thanksgiving

Did you know that Thanksgiving is the peak
day for home cooking fires? The Apopka Fire
Department wants to help keep you safe this
year with some home cooking safety tips.

Holiday Shopping Safety Tips
As we head into the holiday season, the
Apopka Police Department wants to help you
stay safe with shopping safety tips.
Tip One: Set up notifications to track your
packages.

Tip One: Stay in the kitchen while
you are frying, grilling, boiling, or
broiling food.

Tip Two: Do not leave packages or valuables in
plain view in your vehicle.

Tip Two: Check food regularly
while cooking and use a timer.

Tip Three: Reduce distractions and pay attention
while walking to your vehicle.

Tip Three: Keep anything that
can catch fire, such as oven mitts,
utensils, packaging, and towels
away from your stove top.

Tip Four: Limit the amount of valuables you carry
to minimize potential loss.

Tip Four: Use your turkey fryer
outside on a sturdy, level
surface.

Tip Five: Have packages delivered to work
instead of your home.

Tip Five: Use long cooking gloves
to protect hands and arms.

@ApopkaFireDepartment

@ApopkaPoliceDepartment

City Information & Updates
Fiscal Year 21/22 Budget Highlights

On Wednesday, September 15, 2021, the City Council approved
the budget for Fiscal Year 2021/2022 in the amount of
$130,080,707 with Resolution 2021-46. The Millage rate was set
at 4.1876 per $1,000 of assessed value with Resolution 2021-45.
In next month’s newsletter we will highlight the approved Fiscal
Year 2021/2022 City Budget.

Winter Camp 2021 Online Registration
Camp registration begins online Monday, November 15, 2021. This
year’s camp is at the Fran Carlton Center for children currently in
Kindergarten through 5th Grade.
Camp Dates: December 20, 2021 through December 30, 2021
Camp Times: 7:30 AM to 5:30 PM
Fees: $22/day (Apopka Residents) and $28/day (Non-Residents)
(Field trips fees are additional to daily fee)
Find out more and register at www.apopka.net/WinterCamp.

Please Note: There will be no camp on December 23, 24, and 31 due to holiday
office closures.

Upcoming City Holiday Closures
•
•
•
•

Veterans Day Observed November 11
Thanksgiving Holiday November 25 & 26
Christmas Holiday Observed December 23 & 24
New Year’s Holiday Observed December 31

Please Note: There will be no trash collection on Thursday, November 25, 2021.

City of Apopka Camp Wewa

For rentals, retreats, and events at Camp Wewa, please call the
Parks & Recreation Department at 407-703-1784.
Look for more information about Day and Overnight Summer
Camp registration after January 1, 2022!
Camp Wewa is located at 221 S. Binion Road, Apopka, FL 32703.

Apopka Citizens Police Academy

Applications are now available for the next Academy beginning
February 2022. This 12-week Citizens Police Academy is
designed to acquaint community residents, who are not sworn
Police Officers, with the activities of our agency and to foster
public education and service at community events.
To learn more contact Community Policing Officer Jason
Wiggins at JWiggins@apopka.net or 407-703-1777.

Around the City
Apopka Police Mobile Command Center

On September 1, 2021 the City of Apopka, as well as the Apopka Police
Department and Apopka Fire Department received a new Mobile Command Unit,
donated by the Orange County Sheriffs Office. We were happy to return the favor
by donating our original Mobile Command Unit to the City of Winter Garden.
Winter Garden Police Chief Steve Graham, Winter Garden Fire Chief Jose Gainza,
and Fleet Facilities Manager Mike Caines with the City of Apopka.

Brownfield Coalition Assessment Grant

After years of collaboration, Apopka has joined Eustis, Kissimmee, and Longwood
in receiving a major Brownfields Coalition Assessment Grant via the East Central
Florida Regional Planning Council (ECFRPC). The grant, awarded by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency to the ECFRPC and the partner cities, will help
ensure potential brownfields throughout the region are adequately addressed.
Locally, the $600,000 grant, one of only two Brownfield Cleanup and Assessment
grants of this size awarded across the state in this round. It will be used to identify
suspected brownfields near the train station and throughout the city.

20th Anniversary of September 11, 2001

The City of Apopka, Apopka Fire Department, and Apopka Police Department
honored and remembered the nearly 3,000 people who perished in the terrorist
attacks on September 11, 2001.
A special thanks to retired FDNY Lieutenant Kevin Yoos, Chief Financial Officer
Jimmy Patronis, and the Apopka Christian Ministerial Alliance.

The City remembered and honored September 11 with a 9/11 Memorial Run 5K
at the Apopka Amphitheater, 9/11 Memorial Service at the Apopka Amphitheater,
Prayer Service on the steps of City Hall, and with Lights on Apopka City Hall.

2021 Fire Service Awards

In September, Firefighter Jeremias Williams had the distinct honor and pleasure
to participate in the 2021 Fire Service Awards. This annual event was hosted
at our State Capital by CFO Jimmy Patronis in an effort to recognize and show
support to the exemplary members of the Florida Fire Service.

More than one hundred potential brownfield sites were identified across the
region through a preliminary study conducted by ECFRPC staff. A Brownfields
Advisory Committee, made up of local stakeholders, will assist in identifying
additional areas and will work as a liaison between the ECFRPC and local
communities. The Advisory Committee is paramount to ensuring continued
progress in the regional approach towards addressing brownfields spearheaded
by the ECFRPC.
This grant award is the first step in the development of a strong regional
brownfields program. Moreover, it helps expand the scope of economic
development services the Planning Council provides to local partner governments
and organizations within the region.

City of Apopka

120 East Main Street, Apopka, FL 32703
407-703-1700

www.apopka.net

Want to stay informed of what is happening in Apopka this week?
Sign up at www.apopka.net/signup for our Apopka Proud Weekly Newsletter

